Wildflowers

Death Valley National Park

“Will thewildflower sbe good
thisyear?”

“Where can we go to seethem?”
“What kinds/color swill therebe?”
“When will the peak bloom be?”

These questions ar e often asked
by peopleplanning springtime
visitsto Death Valley. Although
therearemany variablesinvolved
inthedesert wildflower shows,

thereareafew quidelinesyou can
usetofind answerstothese
guestions.

Thereareover 1000 plant speciesin
DeathVdley Nationa Park,including
13 speciesof cactusand 23 endemics
(plantsthat areknowntogrow onlyin
theDeathValley region). Most of the
“showy” plantsaredesertannuals,
alsoreferredtoasephemerals
(short-lived). Colorsrangefromwhite
andyellowtopurple, blue, redand
brightmagenta.

Someyearsthedesertisspectacul ar
withwildflowers, other yearsthe
blossomsarea most nonexistent (but
never totally absent). A good
wildflower year dependsonat
leastthreethings:

oWell-spacedrainfal
throughout thewinter andearly
spring;

o Sufficientwarmthfromthesun
o Lack of desiccatingwinds.

Thebesttimetoseeaspring
flora displayisinyearswhen
rainfall hasbeenseveral times
theDeathValley annua
averageof about 1.9inches.
Ingeneral, heavyrainsinlate
October withnomorerain
throughthewinter months, will
not bringout theflowersaswell
asrainsthat areevenly-spaced
throughout thewinter andinto
thespring.

Peak blooming periods
for Death Valley

Mid February - Mid April

Where: lower elevations(thevalley
floorandaluvid fans)

Wildflower s: Desert Gold, Gravel -
ghost, PebblePincushion, Notch-leaf
and Caltha-leaf Phacelia, Brown-
eyedand GoldenEvening Primrose,
MojaveDesert Star, Desert Five-
spot, Beavertail Cactus

Rocklady Maurandya petrophila

Early April - Early May
Where: 2,000t0 4,000 feet
elevations(upper desert Sopes,
canyons, highervaleys)
Wildflower s. Brittlebush, Death
Valley Sage, MojaveAster,
Indigobush, IndianPaintbrush,
Prince’ sPlume, Globemallow,
MariposaLily, ParishLarkspur,
DeathValley Phacelia, Bear Poppy,
Panamint Daisy, Joshuatree, Silver
Cholla, Hedgehog Cactus.

Late April - Early June

Where: above4,000ft.
elevations(mountaind opes,
upper canyons)
Wildflower s Magnificent
Lupine, IndianPaintbrush,
PanamintandDeathValey
Penstemon, PurpleSage,
Stansbury Phlox, Cliffrose,
Rosemary Buckwheat, Tufted
EveningPrimrose, Grizzly
Bear Prickly Pear

Happy wildflower
hunting...

¢/ Butpleaseremember, you
areinaNational Park.
Regulationsprohibitpicking
wildflowerssothat they

may produceseedfor thenext

wildfl ower season.
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